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FELLOW CITIZENS, 


|, FO in poſſeſſing the liberty of addreſſing my 
countrymen on any ſubject which has general utility 
for its object, and anxious for the eſtabliſhment of 
the common rights of men, which are infringed by 
ſome exiſting laws of Great Britain, I have preſumed 
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to call your attention to thoſe which concern you 
as Diſſenters from that mode of religious worſhip 
which is eſtabliſhed by the State. The office might 
have fallen into abler hands, and the diſcharge of it 
might have been more reſpectfully received from 
characters of eſtabliſhed reputation, but what they 
are pleaſed to neglect, a ſenſe of duty commands, 
and a confidence in the goodneſs of the Cauſe, en- 
coufages me to attempt. 


— 


Ihe rejection in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, of 

your petition, in which you aſſerted your rights as 
Britiſh Subjects, ſhould excite an animation in your 
cauſ: proportioned to the zeal with which it has 
been oppoſed, and that unremitted perſeverance 
which ſo fair and honeſt a cauſe will always juſtify, 
As members of a civil community you have, or 
ought to have, an equal voice in that community, and 
when its laws are founded upon equality, and have 


common good for their end, it is your duty to give 
them all poſſible ſupport; to reſpect the men who ex- 


ecute them with integrity, and to demean yourſelves 
| in 
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in every view, as well-contented Citizens; but no 

ſpecies of ſophiſtry ſhould poſſeſs the power to per- 

ſuade you, that an inattention to your preſent politi- 

cal ſituation is of a laudable nature, or, that it is a 
matter of ſmall importance whether the diſgraceful 

and oppreſſive laws which cut you off, in a great 
meaſure, from your country, be repealed or not; 
you may be amuſed with the idea that a ſpirit of 
toleration pervades the preſent legiſlative body, 

and that thoſe laws, whoſe language is degradation 
and oppreſſion, are and ever will be, a mere brutum 
fulmen ; but low in the ſcale of civil dignity is that 
body of men who rely upon the temper of the times 
for their reſpectability and ſafety, and not upon the 
laws of their country, and who exert not their united 
and conſtitutional efforts to procure the repeal of 
thoſe laws which are partial and unjuſt. 


The Teſt-A& places you in the ſituation of ag- 
grieved ſubjects. In the reign of the ſecond Charles, 
in which it was made, it was ſtiled, An Act for 
preventing the dangers which may happen from 

„ Popiſn 
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Popiſh Recuſants”---and required that all perſons 
enjoying any office or place of truſt and profit 
ſhould take the oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy 
in public and open court, and ſhould alſo receive 
the ſacrament in ſome pariſh church, immediately 
aſter divine ſervice. The Proteſtant Nonconform- 
iſts of the times coincided with the views of Govern- 
ment, as a bill in their favor, and to exempt them 
from the operation of the ſaid act, was then prepar- 
ing, which, they were led to believe, would be paſ- 
ſed during the ſame ſeſſion of Parliament; but the 
King, ſenſible that the Papiſts, to whom he was at- 
tached, were excluded from the benefit of this act, 
ſhewed no farther concern for the intereſt of the 
Preſbyterians, but adjourned the Parliament before 


the Lords had given their conſent to the bull, 
— 0 
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Thus was an act paſſed, the ſole object of which 
was, to exclude Papiſts from a ſhare in the Govern- 
ment of this kingdom, which, to the diſgrace of 
modern times, is not yet repealed. You are the 
preſent objects of it, and, except the utmoſt of that 
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power which the conſtitution of your country war- 

rants, is called into vigorous exerciſe, it will be en- 

tailed upon your poſterity. In your degraded ſitu- 

ation none of you can ſay to your Sons Cultivate 

the talents which the benignity of heaven hath 

© imparted to you, and aſpire to fill the offices of 

public truſt and conſequence ; the liberal Genius 

© of your country requires not your compliance with 
religious ceremonies as the teſt of a patriot or loy- 
© al ſpirit; it claims not your countenance to rites, 
* which you deem repugnant to the rational temper | 

of the Chriſtian Syſtem, prior to your entrance 
into ſituations of the higheſt civil importance; it 
requires only the ſuffrage of your countrymen and 
your active zeal in your country's cauſe; it re- 
gards not your faith reſpecting matters in religion, 
but abhors to diſcriminate between its warmeſt 
friends, whether they be members of the church 
as by law eſtabliſhed, or, upon principles of con- 
* ſcience, adhere to that mode of worſhiping God, 
© which, in their eſtimation, is more conformed to 
the truth of God, and more friendly to the intereſts 
1 "= of 
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© of a pure and moral religion.'---- It 1s painful to 
ſay, that the Code of Britiſh laws, though, in gen- 
eral, fraught with the pureſt principles of liberty, 
ſanctifies the infliction of penalties for the mainten. 
ance of tenets which are, in no ſhape, connected with 
civil actions, and pronounces the ſentence of civil in- 
capacity on thoſe, who, from conſcientious motives, 
refuſe their compliance with an offenſive mode of 
engaging in one of the ſolemn ordinances of religion, 


' Thoſe among you who are reſpectable on account 
of opulence, abilities, and patriotic ſpirit, are exclu- 
ded from ſituations in which they might prove eſſen- 
tially ſerviceable to their country, and gratify that 
laudable ambition which every Citizen has a right 
to entertain ; and upon what ground ? Is it becauſe 
their opponents can convit them of indulging ſedi- 
tious principles? No, Great Britain cannot boaſt 
of more peaceable ſubjects. Is it becauſe they are 
diſaffected to the intereſt of the preſent reigning 
Family? No, his Majeſty has not more warm or 
zcalous friends. Is it becauſe they are unfriendly to . 

hs 
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the Eſtabliſhed Church? They are no otherwiſe 
unfriendly to it than that it is not the Church which 
they approve, which they can conform to in con- 
_ iſtence with the obedience which they owe to the 
Author of their faith. They pray not for her proſ- 
perity, but they diſturb not her repoſe, nor by one 
unfair or unhanſome proceeding would further 
that reformation, which, as friends to the truth and 
ſimplicity of the goſpel, they hope will ſome time be 
effefted. Whatever, in the mad paroxyſms of fa- 
natic zeal, may have been the reproach of cither 
party, they have no other wiſh than to uſe the liber- 
ty wherewith Chriſt has made them free, with mo- 
deſty, with temper, and with charity. They diſown 
all levelling ſpirit; they covet no ſpoil ; they envy 
not the Church her honors and her riches, and 
though they are perſuaded that theſe honors and 
riches have been no way favorable to the intereſts 
of Chriſt's kingdom, they wield no other weapons 
in the cauſe of truth and a better religion than 
what reaſon and revelation furniſh ; they reſpe& 
conſcience in a member of the Church as much 
28 


10 AN ADDRESS To 


as in themſelves, and venerate the man, by what. 
ever name diſtinguiſhed, who, uninfluenced by the 
little peculiarities of his party, is principally con- 
cerned for the- intereſts of piety and virtue, thoſe 
intereſts for which Chriſt both lived and died. As 
Men, as /Britons, and as Chriſtians, they have a 
right td judge on every ſubject which is preſented 
to their ; they may ſpeculate in religion, in 
ry ſcience with the ſame freedom, 
and with minds as enlightened, as any of their eſtab- 
liſhed brethren; but to think, to judge, to ſpecu- 
late is no crime; to differ, with peace and candor, 
from a fellow citizen argues no unfitneſs, no diſqua- 
lification for one civil office. To think alike on any 
one topic belongs not to men, and leaſt of all to 
Engliſhmen; nor is it deſirable, as it is not the 
character of an enlightened, but of a ſtupid and bar- | 
barous age. He who concludes a factious ſpirit, 

hoſtile to civil government from a peaceable uſe of 
religious liberty, would be equally juſtificd in faſten- 
ing the ſame reproach on the man, who, by means 
of different aſſociations, may hold different ſenti- 
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ments concerning any branch of hiſtorical, mathe- 
matical or philoſophical knowledge. I ſee no diſ- 
criminating mark, in a civil view, between the man, 
who believes in the proper humanity of Chriſt and 
the man, who believes that Chriſt ſuſtains the char- 
ater of the ſecond perſon in the Trinity; the chance 
of probable worth on each fide is equal; the former 
may be a better man, a more ſincere admirer, a 
more zealous ſupporter of the form of Britiſh go- 
yernment, and a more animated friend of the houſe of 
Hanover than the latter, and vice verſa; and it will 
require infinite ingenuity to prove, that the man 
who formally kneels at the ſacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, and who receives the bread and wine ac- 
cording to the rites of the eſtabliſhed church, will 
make a better Stateſman, or ſpeak in Parliament the 
ſentiments of his Conſtituents with a firmer tone, or 
ſerve his country with greater integrity and courage, 
than the man, who thinks that mode to be unauthor- 
ized by the founder of the ordinance, and that it 
countenances a faith, which is not the faith of the 
goſpel. 5 


What 
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What then is the latent cauſe of prolonging the 
exiſtence of the Teſt Act, and what means ſhould be 
adopted to effect its repeal? Your enemies cannot 
aver, that it was originally framed for you; and yet 
it holds forth its terrific aſpe& to you and your 
Sons! If you poſſeſſed every ſeditious and turbu- 
lent quality, which its hot-headed advocates pretend 
to be inherent in you; if it could be fairly proved, 
that to be turbulent and ſeditious conſtituted part of 
your religious Creed, your Governors would be juf- 
_ tified in enacting laws againſt you ſeverer than thoſe 
which at preſent exiſt ; but they have not this plea; 
---the firſt Miniſter of the ſtate, in his ſpeech on the 
ſubje& of Mr. Beaufoy's motion, aſſerted, That 
the Diſſenters conſtituted a very reſpectable body of 
people, and that he would exert all his influence to 
ſupport their juſt privileges if they were about to 
be violated.” --- The inconſiſtency between this aſ- 
ſertion and the conduct which accompanied it, is too 
evident to ned any comment, and it hurt the 
warmeſt friends of the houſe of the immortal Chat- 
ham to find, that one of the moſt prominent fea- 
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tures of that integrity, which they fondly aſcribed 
to the preſent popular branch of it, was, on that 
day oblitcrated ; and where is the body of men who 
will put confidence in the Miniſter, who, in the 
moment of promiling future friendly exertions, was 
ating in oppoſition to their beſt intereſts ? 


Leaving Stateſmen, then, to reconcile their views 
with the dictates of conſcience, it is of importance 
to you to conſider, what are the conſtitutional 
means of effecting the repeal of thoſe laws which 
oppreſs you. Your civil and religious liberties are 
infringed, notwithſtanding the boaſted toleration of 
theſe Realms, and if you will attend to the voice of 
Nature, when ſhe is circumſcribed in her rights, you 
will find it forcible and animarted.---- It expreſſes, in 
the cleareſt accents, the ignominy of thoſe who 
timidly ſubmit to Navery without an effort to eman- 
cipate themſclves, and the exalted dignity of thoſe 
who ſedulouſly watch the gloomy ſteps of tyranny 
and oppreſſion, and with zeal oppoſe their progreſs. 
would exhort you, then, my Countrymen, to rouze 


your 
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your native ſpirit ; to afſert the rights of men and of 
Britons, and to exhibit in the face of the world, that 
it is your determined reſolution to attempt, by every 
legal means, the recovery of your ancient privileges 
and to place yourſelves in a reſpectable ſituation 
among your fellow-citizens. Notwithſtanding your 
late application to the Houſe of Commons for a re- 
moval of your grievances, and notwithſtanding the 
zeal which has marked the conduct of ſome, the 
friends of your Cauſe have too great reaſon to fear, 
that inattention to your intereſts hath pervaded your 
general body, and that the ſpirit of liberty doth ſtill, 
in a great meaſure, ſlumber among you. But let 
not an imaginary ſecurity lull you into confidence, 
or the pretended tolerating principles of your Goy- 
ernors lead you to depart from that line of active 
meaſures which ſhould ever mark your Characters. 


Remember, if there is not total ruin included in 
your continued inactivity, there is a degrading want 
of independence and public ſpirit; while it con- 
tinues, you are deficient in your duty to yourſelves, 
to your poſterity, to the noble cauſe which diſtin- 
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guiſhes you as Diſſenters from the Engliſh Church, 
and to the general intereſts of civil and religious 
Liberty. | You have no reaſon to deſpond on the 
ground of the unſucceſsful tendency of your exer- 
tions, for you are not ſo inconſiderable a body of 
men, that your collected energy, when employed in 
aſſerting the dignity and the rights of Men, would 
produce no beneficial effect either to yourſelves, or 
to thoſe in whoſe behalf Nature demands your moſt 
animated efforts. You have failed in ſecuring the 
object of your paſt exertions; not for want of zeal 
and juſt conceptions in a ſew individuals, not for 
want of a cordial wiſh in the general body of Diſ- 
ſenters to procure the poſſeſſion of their natural 
privileges, but for want of a general expreſſion of 
that wiſh ; for it has not yet been rendered evident 
that the Diſſenters unite as a Man, to procure the 
repeal of thoſe laws which affe& their civil and reli- 
gious Liberty; but rather that they are generally 
ſatisfied with the apparently mild and tolerating 
Spirit of the times, and leave the aſſertion of their 
natural privileges to a few of their animated Lead- 
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ers, perfectly careleſs re ſpecting the event of theix 
exertions. While this is the caſe; while Diffentery 
forget the principal feature in the character of theit 
anceſtors, a noble zeal in the cauſe of general Liber. 
ty, affairs cannot but remain as they are ; nay, the 
forbearing diſpoſition which they exhibit may pre- 
ſent to ſome of the ambitions friends of the Hierar« 
chy, anxious for its encreaſing ſplendor, a probable 
ground for the farther deprivation of their privileges, 


Had I the pen of Junius it ſhould be employed 
to rowze your decayed Spirit; to animate you in 
the cauſe of Liberty, and to influence you to adopt 
thoſe active meaſures which will fecure the poſſeſſion 
of it to yourſelves, and which will enable you to 
tranſmit it to your Sons; it ſhould ſpread the effu- 
fions of its patriotic Spirit to the moſt diſtant part of 
Albion's domain, and warm the breaſt of each gener- 
ous Briton; even the Sons of the Eſtabliſhment 
ſhould enter, with ardor, into the merits of out 
Cauſe, and, as the friends of Liberty, give their 
voice in its ſupport ; forgetting their long indulged 
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prejudices they ſhould claſp us to their boſoms as 
the Friends of Mankind, and as th: Aſſertors of 
Nature's equal Rights. Let us then, my Country- 
men, join in hand and heart to ſecure the common 
nights of Engliſh ſubjects, and to annihilate the in- 
vidious diſtinction which ſubſiſts between us and 
our neighbors; if ſucceſs does not crown our exer- 
tions, yet the glory of having done our duty, of not 
having meanly ſhrunk from the walk of Men, of 
Britons, and of Chriſtians, will be our conſolation. 


The meaſures adopted during the late conteſt 
with America have not only marked the characters 
of thoſe Stateſmen with infamy who brought them 
forward, and diſplayed their Abettors as the foes of 
human freedom, but imprefs the heart, which is 
friendly to the natural privileges of mankind, with 
that ſtrong ſenſe of horror, which ariſes from a re- 
flection on the degraded Spirit of Great Britain, 
which was exhibited in the face of the World. For 
the ranſom of Kings I would not participate in 
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thoſe feelings which muſt actuate the breaſts of 
fuch men when reflefting on their proſtituted pow- 
er; on their inattention to the voice of their Con: 
ſtituents; to the voice of Reaſon and Humanity; 
but the blood of Myriads ſhall be required at their 
hands, and they ſhall receive a reward proportion. 
ed to their deeds! It cannot be a juſt cauſe of 
amazement, that men of this ſtamp ſhould exert 
every degree of power to obſtruct the progreſs of 
liberty in this Iſle, or that they ſhould. reſolutely 
oppoſe every meaſure for a reform either in Church 
or State, it being their pride, perhaps, that incon- 
ſiſtency ſhall have no place in the catalogue of their 
crimes. But we have no reaſon to deſpair of ſuc- 
ceſs though they continue uniform in their oppoſi- 
tion to the Cauſe of Liberty ; a ſteady perſeverence 
in the paths which the Genius of Freedom points | 
out unto us, and a cordial adherence to thoſe plans 
which, as ſubjects of Great Britain, the conſtitution 
of our Country exhorts us to contemplate, will, in 
the end ſecure the noble object of our wiſhes ; will 
| a give 
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hy. 
give us cauſe to rejoice in our animated exertions, | 
and enable us to tranſmit the bleſſing of equal 
Rights and equal Liberty to our Sons. 


* 


